
Week Three: 6th Grade Social Studies 

 This week we will be focusing on one of Ancient Greece’s greatest 

contributions to our modern world: The Olympics Games. The first Olympic Games 

took place in 776 BC and consisted of only of about twenty events depending on 

the year. The Modern Olympic Games now consist of well over 300 events and 

over 200 countries. Ultimately the Olympics are about building national pride but 

sometimes those games have a historical impact. Materials in this packet will be 

labeled with the corresponding date in the schedule below. i.e. Materials for 4/16. 

Weekly Schedule: 4/13 – 4/17 
 

4/13 – This first lesson will take you to the 1936 Olympic Games in Berlin, 
Germany. This takes place just before the outbreak of World War II and at the 
beginning of Adolf Hitler and the Nazi’s rise of power. This lesson will focus on an 
American athlete named Jessie Owen. 

4/14 – The second lesson will focus on the “Miracle on Ice” which took place on 
February 22nd, 1980. This event references a hockey game between the United 
States and the Soviet Union at the height of the Cold War during the Winter 
Olympics. 

4/15 – Both of the previous stories are huge moments in sports history but the 
meaning of behind them is much deeper than sports. Now it’s time to think 
about why these moments stand out and what makes them historical. For this 
lesson you will have two short response questions that will ask you to think 
about these events in more depth. 
 

4/16 – Journal Entries. Please choose from the new bank of questions associated 
with Week 3. Questions can be found under “Materials for 4/16” in the packet. 
 

4/17 – Pick an Olympic Athlete from any country and answer the questions 
found under “Materials for 4/17” in the packet. Inside the materials you will find 
a list of possible athletes to research. Students can choose from the list or they 
can find their own to choose.  If you do not have a computer or access to 
internet for research inside the same section of the packet you will find short 
excerpts about a few different athletes have students choose from one of the 
ones from there. 

 



Materials for 4/13 

Instruction for Today: 

1. Read the article about Jessie Owens. 

2. Make sure you can answer the three “Check for Understanding” questions. You 

do not need to send in a written response. Have a friend or family member quiz 

you.  

* Don’t worry on Wednesday you will write two short response questions where 

you can prove what you’ve learned. 

Check for Understanding Questions: 

1. What does the article mean when it mentions “Ayran Supremacy” when talking 

about the Nazis? 

2. How did Jessie Owens do in the 1936 Olympics? 

3. How was Jessie Owens treated when he returned from the Olympics? 

Please Read the Following Article: 

Who Was Jesse Owens? 

Jesse Owens, also known as "The Buckeye Bullet," was an American track and field 
athlete who won four gold medals and broke two world records at the 1936 Olympic 
Games in Berlin.  

Owens’ athletic career began in high school when he won three track and field events at 
the 1933 National Interscholastic Championships. Two years later, while competing for 
Ohio State University, he equaled one world record and broke three others before 
qualifying and competing in the 1936 Olympics.  

Family and Early Life 

Owens was born James Cleveland Owens on September 12, 1913, in Oakville, Alabama. 
The son of a sharecropper and the grandson of slaves, Owens was a frail child who was 
often sick from battles with chronic bronchial congestion and pneumonia. 

Still, he was expected to work, and at the young age of seven he was picking up to 100 
pounds of cotton a day to help his family put food on the table. 



At the age of nine, Owens moved with his family to Cleveland, Ohio, where the young 
"J.C." discovered a world far different than the slower, Southern life he'd known. School 
proved to be one of the bigger changes. Gone was the one-room schoolhouse he'd 
attended in Alabama, replaced by a bigger setting with stricter teachers. 

Here, Owens earned the nickname that would stick with him the rest of his life: One of his 
instructors, unable to decipher his thick southern accent, believed the young athlete said 
his name was "Jesse," when he, in fact, had said "J.C." 

Rising Track and Field Star 

At East Technical High School, Owens quickly made a name for himself as a nationally 
recognized sprinter, setting records in the 100 and 200-yard dashes as well as the long 
jump. After graduating, Owens enrolled at Ohio State University, where he continued to 
flourish as an athlete. 

At the 1935 Big Ten Championships, the "Buckeye Bullet," as he was also known, 
overcame a severe tailbone injury and tied a world record in the 100-yard dash—and set a 
long jump record of 26-8 ¼ that would stand for 25 years. Owens also set new world 
marks in the 220-yard dash and in the 220-yard low hurdles. 

His dominance at the Big Ten games was par for the course for Owens that year, which 
saw him win four events at the NCAA Championships, two events at the AAU 
Championships and three others at the Olympic trials. In all, Owens competed in 42 
events that year, winning them all. 

1936 Olympics 

For Adolf Hitler and the Nazis, the 1936 Berlin Olympic Games were expected to be a 
German showcase and a statement for Aryan supremacy. 

Hitler lambasted America for including black athletes on its Olympic roster. But it was the 
African American participants who helped cement America's success at the Olympic 
Games. 

In all, the United States won 11 gold medals, six of them by black athletes. Owens was 
easily the most dominant athlete to compete. He captured four gold medals (the 100 
meter, the long jump, the 200 meter and the 400-meter relay) and broke two Olympic 
records along the way. 

Owens’ world record for the broad jump would last 25 years until being broken by 
Olympian Irvin Roberson in 1960. After Owens won the 100-meter event, a furious Hitler 



stormed out of the stadium, though some reports indicate that Hitler later congratulated 
the athlete on his success. 

Jesse Owens and Racism 

While Owens helped the United States triumph at the games, his return home was not met 
with the kind of fanfare one might expect. President Franklin D. Roosevelt failed to meet 
with Owens and congratulate him, as was typical for champions. 

The athlete wouldn't be properly recognized until 1976 when President Gerald 
Ford awarded him the Presidential Medal of Freedom. 

The mild-mannered Owens seemed not the least bit surprised by his home country's 
hypocrisy. "When I came back to my native country, after all the stories about Hitler, I 
couldn't ride in the front of the bus," he said. "I had to go to the back door. I couldn't live 
where I wanted. I wasn't invited to shake hands with Hitler, but I wasn't invited to the White 
House to shake hands with the president, either." 

Later Years 

Following the 1936 Olympic Games, Owens retired from amateur athletics and started to 
earn money for his physical talents. He raced against cars and horses, and, for a time, 
played with the Harlem Globetrotters. 

Owens eventually found his calling in public relations and marketing, setting up a business 
for himself in Chicago, Illinois, and traveling frequently around the country to speak at 
conventions and other business gatherings. 

Death 

Owens died of lung cancer in Tucson, Arizona, on March 31, 1980. He smoked up to a 
pack of cigarettes a day for a good deal of his life. 

Movie 

The 2016 movie Race depicts Owens’ budding track and field stardom in college through 
his wins at the 1936 Olympic games in Berlin, where he defied Hitler’s vision of Aryan 
supremacy. 

Made in consultation with Owens’ three daughters, the movie stars Stephan James as 
Owens and Jason Sudeikis as Larry Snyder, Owens’ coach at Ohio State University. 



Wife and Kids 

Owens was married for nearly 48 years to Ruth Owens. The longtime chairwoman of 
the Jesse Owens Foundation, an organization dedicated to supporting the development of 
young people, 

Ruth died in 2001 of heart failure. The couple had three daughters together: Gloria, 
Beverly and Marlene 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Materials for 4/14 

Instruction for Today: 

1. Read the article about the Miracle on Ice. 

2. Make sure you can answer the three “Check for Understanding” questions. You 

do not need to send in a written response. Have a friend or family member quiz 

you.  

* Don’t worry on Wednesday you will write two short response questions where 

you can prove what you’ve learned. 

Check for Understanding Questions: 

1. What was the cold war? 

2. Why was it such a big deal that the American hockey team beat the Soviets? 

 

U.S. hockey team beats the Soviets 
in the "Miracle on Ice" 
 

In one of the most dramatic upsets in Olympic history, the underdog U.S. hockey team, 

made up of college players, defeats the four-time defending gold-medal winning Soviet 

team at the XIII Olympic Winter Games in Lake Placid, New York. The Soviet squad, 

previously regarded as the finest in the world, fell to the youthful American team 4-3 

before a frenzied crowd of 10,000 spectators. Two days later, the Americans defeated 

Finland 4-2 to clinch the hockey gold. 

The Soviet team had captured the previous four Olympic hockey golds, going back to 

1964, and had not lost an Olympic hockey game since 1968. Three days before the Lake 

Placid Games began, the Soviets routed the U.S. team 10-3 in an exhibition game at 

Madison Square Garden in New York City. The Americans looked scrappy, but few 

blamed them for it–their average age, after all, was only 22, and their team captain, Mike 

Eruzione, was recruited from the obscurity of the Toledo Blades of the International 

League. 



Few had high hopes for the seventh-seeded U.S. team entering the Olympic tournament, 

but the team soon silenced its detractors, making it through the opening round of play 

undefeated, with four victories and one tie, thus advancing to the four-team medal round. 

The Soviets, however, were seeded No. 1 and as expected went undefeated, with five 

victories in the first round. 

On Friday afternoon, February 22, the American amateurs and the Soviet dream team met 

before a sold-out crowd at Lake Placid. The Soviets broke through first, with their new 

young star, Valery Krotov, deflecting a slap shot beyond American goalie Jim Craig’s 

reach in the first period. Midway through the period, Buzz Schneider, the only American 

who had previously been an Olympian, answered the Soviet goal with a high shot over the 

shoulder of Vladislav Tretiak, the Soviet goalie. 

The relentless Soviet attack continued as the period progressed, with Sergei Makarov 

giving his team a 2-1 lead. With just a few seconds left in the first period, American Dave 

Christian shot the puck down the ice in desperation. Mark Johnson picked it up and sent it 

into the Soviet goal with one second remaining. After a brief Soviet protest, the goal was 

deemed good, and the game was tied. 

In the second period, the irritated Soviets came out with a new goalie, Vladimir Myshkin, 

and turned up the attack. The Soviets dominated play in the second period, outshooting 

the United States 12-2, and taking a 3-2 lead with a goal by Alesandr Maltsev just over 

two minutes into the period. If not for several remarkable saves by Jim Craig, the Soviet 

lead would surely have been higher than 3-2 as the third and final 20-minute period 

began. 

Nearly nine minutes into the period, Johnson took advantage of a Soviet penalty and 

knocked home a wild shot by David Silk to tie the contest again at 3-3. About a minute and 

a half later, Mike Eruzione, whose last name means “eruption” in Italian, picked up a loose 

puck in the Soviet zone and slammed it past Myshkin with a 25-foot wrist shot. For the first 

time in the game, the Americans had the lead, and the crowd erupted in celebration. 

There were still 10 minutes of play to go, but the Americans held on, with Craig making a 

few more fabulous saves. With five seconds remaining, the Americans finally managed to 

get the puck out of their zone, and the crowd began counting down the final seconds. 



When the final horn sounded, the players, coaches, and team officials poured onto the ice 

in raucous celebration. The Soviet players, as awestruck as everyone else, waited 

patiently to shake their opponents’ hands. 

The so-called Miracle on Ice was more than just an Olympic upset; to many Americans, it 

was an ideological victory in the Cold War as meaningful as the Berlin Airlift or the Apollo 

moon landing. The upset came at an auspicious time: President Jimmy Carter had just 

announced that the United States was going to boycott the 1980 Summer Games in 

Moscow because of the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan, and Americans, faced with a 

major recession and the Iran hostage crisis, were in dire need of something to celebrate. 

After the game, President Carter called the players to congratulate them, and millions of 

Americans spent that Friday night in revelry over the triumph of “our boys” over the 

Russian pros. 

As the U.S. team demonstrated in their victory over Finland two days later, they weren't 

your run-of-the-mill amateur squad. Three-quarters of the squad were top college players 

who were on their way to the National Hockey League (NHL), and coach Herb Brooks had 

trained the team long and hard in a manner that would have made the most authoritative 

Soviet coach proud. The 1980 U.S. hockey team was probably the best-conditioned 

American Olympic hockey team of all time–the result of countless hours running skating 

exercises in preparation for Lake Placid. In their play, the U.S. players adopted passing 

techniques developed by the Soviets for the larger international hockey rinks, while 

preserving the rough checking style that was known to throw the Soviets off-guard. It was 

these factors, combined with an exceptional afternoon of play by Craig, Johnson, 

Eruzione, and others, that resulted in the miracle at Lake Placid. 

This improbable victory was later memorialized in a 2004 film, Miracle, starring Kurt 

Russell. 

 

 

 



Materials for 4/15 

 Please answer the two short response questions in complete 

sentences using RACER format. Your response to each question should 

answer all the questions and be at least a paragraph for each response. 

R- Restate the question in your own words. 

A- Answer the questions or questions. 

C- Cite evidence that supports your thinking. 

E- Elaborate on why that evidence you chose proves your right. 

R- Revise your answer and restate your thinking. 

 

1. Both events you read about are considered two of the most important 

moments in U.S. Olympic history.  How are these events both similar to 

each other? 

 

2. Both events went on to have important political ramifications after the 

U.S. won their events. Why were both events politically important? 

 

 

 

 



Materials for 4/16 

The instructions for the journal questions are the same as the last two 

weeks. I’ve just created a new list of questions for you to choose from 

below: 

Journaling Questions 

1. What do you think that you might tell your children someday about your 

experiences staying home during this time? 

 

2. Every day, try to get outside and discover something new, What is one new 

thing that you saw, heard or experienced this week? 

 

3. If you were given $500 what would you spend it on right now? Why would 

you choose that? 

 

4. How are you staying connected with your friends and family?  

 

5. If you could be “stuck at home” with one famous person, who would you 

choose and what would you do with your time together? 

 

6. Have you tried learning a new skill while you are at home? If so, what is it 

(e.g. learning to cook, play an instrument, a new language, etc.)? 

 

 

 

 



Materials for 4/17 

1. Who is your athlete, what country di they compete for, and what event did 

they compete in? 

2. What can you tell me about your athlete?  

3. How did your athlete do in their competition? Did they ever compete 

again? 

4. Why is you’re the Olympic athlete you chose significant or important to  

Olympic history? 

 

Possible People to Research: 

Michael Phelps 

Usain Bolt 

Larisa Latynina 

Teofilo Stevenson 

Wilma Rudolph 

Joe Frazier 

Mark Spitz 

Simone Biles 

Or Choose Your Own 



Example Excerpts: 

1. Carl Lewis 

Track and field athlete Carl Lewis competed in four Olympic Games. He won 
nine gold medals, including four at the 1984 Olympics in Los Angeles. 

Synopsis 

Track and field athlete Carl Lewis was born on July 1, 1961, in Birmingham, Alabama. He qualified for the 

Olympics in 1980 but did not participate because of the U.S. boycott of the Moscow Games. He did go on to 

compete in four Olympic Games—1984 in Los Angeles, 1988 in Seoul, 1992 in Barcelona and 1996 in Atlanta. 

He won numerous gold and silver medals before his retirement in 1997. 

Early Years 

One of the most successful Olympic athletes of all time, Frederick Carlton Lewis was born July 1, 1961, in 

Birmingham, Alabama. Raised in Willingboro, New Jersey, Carl and his three siblings enjoyed a middle-class 

upbringing, one in which their parents, Bill and Evelyn Lewis, exposed them to a variety of arts and sports. 

With his mother, Lewis attended plays and musicals, and took classes in cello, piano and dance. 

Lewis got his first taste of track and field events by competing for the local town club, which his parents both 

coached. While initially short for his age, Lewis underwent a traumatic growth spurt at the age of 15, shooting 

up two and a half inches in just a month, forcing him to get around on crutches until his body could adjust to the 

change. 

By the time Lewis was a senior in high school, he was one of the premier track and field high school athletes in 

the country. His long-jump mark that year of 26-8 ended up setting a new national prep record. 

Spurning the chance to stay local and attend Villanova University, Lewis enrolled at the University of Houston 

in 1980. There, Lewis continued to set track and field marks. In 1981, he was named the top U.S. amateur 

athlete after becoming just the second person in NCAA history to win the 100 meters and long jump at the 

college championships. The first person to achieve that accomplishment had been Lewis' idol, Jesse Owens. 

Olympic Success 

While Lewis qualified for the 1980 Summer Games in Moscow, he never got the chance to compete because of 

the U.S. boycott. Four years later, Lewis became the most dominant force at the Games in Los Angeles. 

In the 100 meters, Lewis was transcendent, setting an Olympic record by besting the next closest runner by a 

record eight feet. He went on to win three additional golds in the long jump, the 200, and the 4x100 relay. 

Lewis went on to compete in three more Games: the 1988 Olympics in Seoul, South Korea; the 1992 Games in 

Barcelona, Spain; and the 1996 Games in Atlanta. In all, Lewis won nine gold medals, including a final gold in 



1996 in the long jump. That same year, Lewis regained the ranking of No. 1 in the event, an astonishing 15 

years after first claiming the top spot. 

In addition, Lewis won eight career gold medals in the World Championships. His athleticism was so 

spectacular that the Dallas Cowboys drafted Lewis, who'd never played a down of college football, in the 12th 

round of the 1984 NFL draft. Two months later, the Chicago Bulls selected the track and field star in the 10th 

round of the NBA draft. 

Lewis' long competitive career came to an end on August 26, 1997, following his participation in the 4x100 

relay at the Berlin Grand Prix. 

Off the Track 

Despite his Olympic glory, Lewis has experienced a complicated relationship with the press and public. Never 

lacking confidence, Lewis has been dubbed by many as just plain arrogant. 

Already sponsored by Nike when he was a student at the University of Houston, Lewis unsuccessfully tried to 

bat back the perception at the 1984 Games that he cared more about his commercial appeal than about the 

Olympics themselves. As a result of that perception, the swath of endorsements he expected after his winning 

performances never came. 

In addition, Lewis was quite vocal against fellow athletes who'd been caught, or were perceived to be, using 

steroids to gain a competitive advantage. His biggest target was Canadian sprinter Ben Johnson, who initially 

beat Lewis in the 100 at the Seoul games but was later stripped of his title after testing positive for a steroid. 

But in 2003 Lewis had to admit that he himself had tested positive for banned substances during the 1988 U.S. 

Olympic trials. In acknowledging the revelations, however, Lewis was far from contrite. 

"It's ridiculous," he said. "Who cares? I did 18 years of track and field and I've been retired for five years, and 

they're still talking about me, so I guess I still have it." 

Awards and Honors 

In 2001 Lewis was inducted into the USA Track & Field Hall of Fame. Around that same time, Sports 

Illustrated named the retired star its "Olympian of the Century," while the International Olympic Committee 

named him its "Sportsman of the Century." 

__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Muhammad Ali 
 
Muhammad Ali was a heavyweight boxing champion with an impressive 56-win 
record. He was also known for his brave public stance against the Vietnam War. 



 

Who Was Muhammad Ali? 

Muhammad Ali was a boxer, philanthropist and social activist who is universally regarded as one of the greatest 

athletes of the 20th century. Ali became an Olympic gold medalist in 1960 and the world heavyweight boxing 

champion in 1964.  

Following his suspension for refusing military service, Ali reclaimed the heavyweight title two more times 

during the 1970s, winning famed bouts against Joe Frazier and George Foreman along the way. Diagnosed with 

Parkinson's disease in 1984, Ali devoted much of his time to philanthropy, earning the Presidential Medal of 

Freedom in 2005. 

Early Life 

Ali was born on January 17, 1942, in Louisville, Kentucky. His birth name was Cassius Marcellus Clay Jr.  

At an early age, young Clay showed that he wasn't afraid of any bout — inside or outside of the ring. Growing 

up in the segregated South, he experienced racial prejudice and discrimination firsthand. 

At the age of 12, Clay discovered his talent for boxing through an odd twist of fate. After his bike was 

stolen, Clay told a police officer, Joe Martin, that he wanted to beat up the thief.  

"Well, you better learn how to fight before you start challenging people," Martin reportedly told him at the time. 

In addition to being a police officer, Martin also trained young boxers at a local gym. 

Clay started working with Martin to learn how to spar and soon began his boxing career. In his first amateur 

bout in 1954, he won the fight by split decision. 

Clay went on to win the 1956 Golden Gloves tournament for novices in the light heavyweight class. Three years 

later, he won the National Golden Gloves Tournament of Champions, as well as the Amateur Athletic Union's 

national title for the light heavyweight division. 

Olympic Gold 

In 1960, Clay won a spot on the U.S. Olympic boxing team, and traveled to Rome, Italy, to compete. At six 

feet, three inches tall, Clay was an imposing figure in the ring, but he also became known for his lightning 

speed and fancy footwork. After winning his first three bouts, Clay defeated Zbigniew Pietrzkowski of Poland 

to win the light heavyweight Olympic gold medal. 

After his Olympic victory, Clay was heralded as an American hero. He soon turned professional with the 

backing of the Louisville Sponsoring Group and continued overwhelming all opponents in the ring. 

http://www.biography.com/people/joe-frazier-9301620
http://www.biography.com/people/george-foreman-9298881
https://www.history.com/topics/sports/olympic-games


Conversion to Islam 

Clay joined the black Muslim group Nation of Islam in 1964. At first, he called himself Cassius X before 

settling on the name Muhammad Ali. The boxer eventually converted to orthodox Islam during the 1970s. 

Vietnam and Supreme Court Case 

Ali started a different kind of fight with his outspoken views against the Vietnam War.  

Drafted into the military in April 1967, he refused to serve on the grounds that he was a practicing Muslim 

minister with religious beliefs that prevented him from fighting. He was arrested for committing a felony and 

almost immediately stripped of his world title and boxing license. 

The U.S. Department of Justice pursued a legal case against Ali, denying his claim for conscientious objector 

status. He was found guilty of violating Selective Service laws and sentenced to five years in prison in June 

1967 but remained free while appealing his conviction. 

Unable to compete professionally in the meantime, Ali missed more than three prime years of his athletic 

career. Ali returned to the ring in 1970 with a win over Jerry Quarry, and the U.S. Supreme Court eventually 

overturned the conviction in June 1971. 

Muhammad Ali: Record 

Ali had a career record of 56 wins, five losses and 37 knockouts before his retirement from boxing in 1981 at 

the age of 39. 

Fights 

Often referring to himself as "The Greatest," Ali was not afraid to sing his own praises. He was known for 

boasting about his skills before a fight and for his colorful descriptions and phrases. 

In one of his more famously quoted descriptions, Ali told reporters that he could "float like a butterfly, sting like 

a bee" in the boxing ring. A few of his more well-known matches include the following: 

Sonny Liston 

After winning gold at the 1960 Olympics, Ali took out British heavyweight champion Henry Cooper in 1963. 

He then knocked out Sonny Liston in 1964 to become the heavyweight champion of the world. 

Joe Frazier 

In 1971, Ali took on Joe Frazier in what has been called the "Fight of the Century." Frazier and Ali went toe-to-

toe for 14 rounds before Frazier dropped Ali with a vicious left hook in the 15th. Ali recovered quickly, but the 

judges awarded the decision to Frazier, handing Ali his first professional loss after 31 wins.  

https://www.history.com/topics/religion/islam
https://www.history.com/topics/vietnam-war/vietnam-war-history
https://www.history.com/topics/us-government/supreme-court-facts
http://www.biography.com/people/sonny-liston-9383451


After suffering a loss to Ken Norton, Ali beat Frazier in a 1974 rematch. 

In 1975, Ali and Frazier locked horns again for their grudge match in Quezon City, Philippines. Dubbed the 

"Thrilla in Manila," the bout nearly went the distance, with both men delivering and absorbing tremendous 

punishment. However, Frazier's trainer threw in the towel after the 14th round, giving the hard-fought victory to 

Ali. 

George Foreman 

Another legendary Ali fight took place in 1974 against undefeated heavyweight champion George Foreman. 

Billed as the "Rumble in the Jungle," the bout was organized by promoter Don King and held in Kinshasa, 

Zaire. 

For once, Ali was seen as the underdog to the younger, massive Foreman, but he silenced his critics with a 

masterful performance. He baited Foreman into throwing wild punches with his "rope-a-dope" technique, before 

stunning his opponent with an eighth-round knockout to reclaim the heavyweight title. 

Leon Spinks 

After losing his title to Leon Spinks in February 1978, Ali defeated him in a September 1978 rematch, 

becoming the first boxer to win the heavyweight championship three times. 

Larry Holmes 

Following a brief retirement, Ali returned to the ring to face Larry Holmes in 1980 but was overmatched against 

the younger champion. 

Following one final loss in 1981, to Trevor Berbick, the boxing great retired from the sport at age 39. 

Spouse and Children 

Ali was married four times and had nine children, including two children he fathered outside of marriage.  

Ali married his first wife, Sonji Roi, in 1964; they divorced after one year when she refused to adopt the Nation 

of Islam dress and customs. 

Ali married his second wife, 17-year-old Belinda Boyd, in 1967. Boyd and Ali had four children together: 

Maryum, born in 1969; Jamillah and Liban, both born in 1970; and Muhammad Ali Jr.; born in 1972. Boyd and 

Ali divorced in 1976. 

At the same time Ali was married to Boyd, he traveled openly with Veronica Porche, who became his third wife 

in 1977. The pair had two daughters together, including Laila Ali, who followed in Ali’s footsteps by becoming 

a champion boxer. Porche and Ali divorced in 1986. 

http://www.biography.com/people/laila-ali-20968407


Ali married his fourth and final wife Yolanda ("Lonnie") in 1986. The pair had known each other since Lonnie 

was just six and Ali was 21; their mothers were best friends and raised their families on the same street. Ali and 

Lonnie couple remained married until his death and had one son together, Asaad. 

Parkinson's Diagnosis 

In 1984, Ali announced that he had Parkinson's disease, a degenerative neurological condition.  

Despite the progression of Parkinson's and the onset of spinal stenosis, he remained active in public life. Ali 

raised funds for the Muhammad Ali Parkinson Center in Phoenix, Arizona. And he was on hand to celebrate the 

inauguration of the first African American president in January 2009, when Barack Obama was sworn into 

office.  

A few years before his death, Ali underwent surgery for spinal stenosis, a condition causing the narrowing of 

the spine, which limited his mobility and ability to communicate. 

Philanthropy 

In his retirement, Ali devoted much of his time to philanthropy. Over the years, Ali supported the Special 

Olympics and the Make-A-Wish Foundation, among other organizations. In 1996, he lit the Olympic cauldron 

at the Summer Olympic Games in Atlanta, an emotional moment in sports history. 

Ali traveled to numerous countries, including Mexico and Morocco, to help out those in need. In 1998, he was 

chosen to be a United Nations Messenger of Peace because of his work in developing nations. 

Awards 

In 2005, Ali received the Presidential Medal of Freedom from President George W. Bush. 

Soon after Obama’s 2009 inauguration, Ali received the President's Award from the NAACP for his public 

service efforts. 

Muhammad Ali Center 

Ali opened the Muhammad Ali Center in his hometown of Louisville, Kentucky, in 2005.  

"I am an ordinary man who worked hard to develop the talent I was given," he said. "Many fans wanted to build 

a museum to acknowledge my achievements. I wanted more than a building to house my memorabilia. I wanted 

a place that would inspire people to be the best that they could be at whatever they chose to do, and to 

encourage them to be respectful of one another." 

Movie 

http://www.maprc.com/
http://www.biography.com/people/barack-obama-12782369
https://www.specialolympics.org/
https://www.specialolympics.org/
https://wish.org/
http://www.biography.com/people/george-w-bush-9232768
https://www.history.com/topics/civil-rights-movement/naacp
http://alicenter.org/


Actor Will Smith played Ali in the biopic film Ali, released in 2001.  

____________________________________________________________ 

3. Jim Thorpe 

Native American Jim Thorpe won the pentathlon and decathlon at the 1912 
Olympics but was stripped of his gold medals for violating amateur eligibility 
rules. 

Synopsis 

Jim Thorpe was born circa May 28, 1887, near current-day Prague, Oklahoma. An All-American in football at 

the Carlisle Indian School, he won the pentathlon and decathlon at the 1912 Olympics before his gold medals 

were revoked on a technicality. Thorpe played professional baseball and football, and sought an acting career 

after retiring from sports. He died on March 28, 1953, in Lomita, California. 

Early Years and Schools 

Jim Thorpe was born circa May 28, 1887, near current-day Prague, Oklahoma. A child of Sac and Fox and 

Potawatomi Indian bloodlines, as well as French and Irish roots, he was given the name Wa-Tho-Huk, meaning 

"Bright Path," but christened Jacobus Franciscus Thorpe. 

Thorpe learned to hunt and trap prey at an early age, developing his legendary endurance via extensive 

excursions through Indian Territory. His aversion to the classroom was exacerbated by the early deaths of his 

twin brother and both parents, and his stints at the Haskell Institute in Kansas, the local Garden Grove school 

and the Carlisle Indian Industrial School in Pennsylvania were marked by long bouts of truancy. 

As a student at Carlisle in the spring of 1907, Thorpe joined a track-and-field practice session on campus. Clad 

in his work clothes, he launched himself over a 5'9" high bar to break the school record, catching the attention 

of coach Pop Warner. Thorpe soon became the star of the track program, and with his athletic skills he also 

enjoyed success in baseball, hockey, lacrosse and even ballroom dancing. 

However, it was football that propelled Thorpe to national renown. Starring as a halfback, place kicker, punter 

and defender, Thorpe led his team to a surprise victory over top-ranked Harvard in November 1911, and fueled 

a blowout of West Point a year later. Carlisle went a combined 23-2-1 over the 1911-12 seasons, with Thorpe 

garnering All-American honors both times. 

Olympic Glory and Downfall 

Named to the U.S. team for the 1912 Olympic Games in Stockholm, Sweden, Thorpe burst out of the gate by 

winning four of five events to claim the gold medal in the pentathlon. A week later he overwhelmed the field in 

the decathlon, winning the high jump, the 110-meter hurdles and the 1,500 meters despite competing in a pair of 

mismatched shoes. Finishing the three-day event with a total of 8,412.95 points (of a possible 10,000), a mark 
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that bested the runner-up by nearly 700 points, Thorpe was proclaimed by Sweden’s King Gustaf V to be the 

greatest athlete in the world. 

Thorpe was honored with a ticker-tape parade in New York City as part of his hero’s welcome home. However, 

a newspaper report the following January revealed that the Olympic champion had been paid to play minor 

league baseball in 1909 and 1910. Despite his handwritten plea to the Amateur Athletic Union, Thorpe was 

stripped of his amateur eligibility and forced to return his gold medals, his historic performance stricken from 

the Olympic record books. 

Professional Sports Career 

In 1913, Thorpe married his college sweetheart, Iva Miller, and signed to play professional baseball with the 

New York Giants. Troubled by the curveball, Thorpe batted just .252 over a six-year big-league career with the 

Giants, Cincinnati Reds and Boston Braves, although he managed an impressive .327 average in his final year. 

Thorpe made a much bigger impact in the early stages of pro football. He signed with the Canton Bulldogs for 

$250 per game in 1915, justifying the price tag by drawing massive audiences and leading the team to league 

championships in 1916, '17 and '19. In 1920, the Bulldogs were among the 14 clubs that made up the American 

Professional Football Association – soon to be renamed the National Football League – with Thorpe serving as 

league president for a season.  

From 1922 to '23, Thorpe coached and played for an all-Native American team called the Oorang Indians. 

Sponsored by Walter Lingo, owner of the Oorang Dog Kennels in LaRue, Ohio, the team's games featured 

players performing "war dances" and other rituals to entertain audiences. Thorpe went on to play for the NFL’s 

Cleveland Indians, Rock Island Independents, New York Giants and Chicago Cardinals through 1928. 

Post-Athletic Career and Death 

Having already divorced and remarried, to a former Oorang Kennels employee named Freeda Kirkpatrick, 

Thorpe encountered increasing difficulties after his athletic career concluded. He sought a career in Hollywood, 

and while he was credited with appearing in more than 60 films from 1931 to 1950, he mainly scored bit roles 

as a stereotypical American Indian. He undertook odd jobs to support seven children from two marriages, and a 

growing drinking habit led to a second divorce, in 1941. 

Despite his struggles, Thorpe found a purpose in fighting for his people. He formed a casting company to 

pressure Hollywood studios into casting authentic Native Americans for roles, and he sought to procure original 

Sac and Fox land holdings from the federal government. Scraping by with funds earned from public speaking, 

he married for the third and final time in 1945, to Patricia Gladys Askew. 

Thorpe achieved some public redemption in the final years of his life. The Associated Press named him the 

greatest athlete of the first half of the 20th century in 1950, and the following year he was portrayed by Burt 

Lancaster in the film Jim Thorpe – All-American. After he succumbed to a heart attack on March 28, 1953, at 

his trailer home in Lomita, California, his body was moved to an eastern Pennsylvania community that renamed 

itself Jim Thorpe in exchange for housing his remains. 



Legacy and Burial Controversy 

Thorpe was elected a charter member of the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1963, and in 1982 his name was 

restored to the Olympic record books as a co-winner of the 1912 track events. Proving he still loomed large in 

the American consciousness, he was voted the previous century's greatest athlete in a 2000 ABC Sports poll, 

and finished third in another ballot conducted by the Associated Press. 

In 2010, Thorpe's son Jack filed a federal lawsuit to bring his father's remains back to Oklahoma. A trial court 

judge originally sided in the family's favor, but in 2014 a federal appeals court overturned that ruling. The 

following year, the U.S. Supreme Court declined to hear another appeal, thus maintaining Jim Thorpe, 

Pennsylvania, as the athlete’s final resting spot. 

 

 

 

 


